Annotating
Writing your thoughts and impressions while you read not only allows you to capture your reactions to the text (don’t assume you’ll remember them later), but it also forces you to be an active, participating reader rather than a passive one.  
Annotation How-to
Traditional annotation is the most common form of active responding, and it just involves writing in the margins of your book (or on sticky notes placed to indicate the particular word or sentence you’re commenting on).  This is not a comprehensive list, but your comments when annotating might include some of the following:

· Marking (and sometimes defining) unusual or telling words or phrases, sometimes with commentary about what a particular word suggests or reveals to the reader.
· Commenting on literary qualities of the work, such as its tone or mood, or the presence of literary elements such as foreshadowing, imagery, or possible symbolism.
· Analyzing symbols, similes, and metaphors that you find in the text. What do they mean, and why did the author make that comparison?

· Noting important patterns of the story, such as places where there is a shift in the narrative. Think of things you could compare and contrast. Are there parallel plots or characters facing the same types of conflicts?
· Changes within a character, or what an action or description suggests about a character.

· Questioning the text in thoughtful ways:  For example: Is it important that the character smiled when she was threatened?  Is this how the title connects to the text?  Does the author want me to like or dislike this character?
Keep in Mind

· It’s important to note that highlighting or underlining is not annotation. 
·  It’s also important to go beyond your gut reactions to the text – writing “Woah!” in the margin can be acceptable once in a while, but surely it’s possible to tease out a more full response to a surprising moment. 

· Most importantly, don’t just notice that something happens, try to figure out what it means or why it is important. 

· Remember that one of the goals of annotation is to record thoughtful observations that may help you contribute to a class discussion or develop an original topic for an essay later!

