
Archetypal Color Wheel 
The	  archetypal	  representations	  of	  color	  are	  used	  in	  literature	  to	  communicate	  a	  message	  or	  underscore	  a	  
theme.	  These	  common	  symbolic	  meanings	  are	  found	  primarily	  in	  the	  Western	  canon.	  Positive	  interpretations	  
of	  the	  color	  are	  found	  within	  the	  wheel;	  negative	  interpretations	  are	  outside.	  

Royalty,	  
wisdom,	  

temperance,	  
clarity	  of	  
mind	  

Bruising,	  injury	  

Loyalty,	  
nobility,	  truth,	  
calmness,	  	  

steadfastness,	  
spiritual	  purity	  

Renewal,	  
hope,	  
fertility,	  
youth,	  
growth	  

Illumination,	  
perfection,	  
intuition,	  
wealth	  

Adventure,	  
change,	  
vibrancy	  

Life,	  energy,	  
passion,	  
strength,	  
sacrifice,	  
love	  

Discouragement,	  
doubt,	  depression	  

Forced	  change,	  
disruption	  

Envy,	  jealousy,	  
inexperience,	  

decay	  

Greed,	  cowardice,	  
treachery,	  
adultery	  

War,	  anger,	  
ambition,	  

disorder,	  danger	  

WHITE	  represents	  purity,	  
innocence,	  timelessness,	  and	  the	  
supernatural.	  
	  	  	  (mourning,	  emptiness,	  terror)	  

BLACK	  represents	  maturity,	  
wisdom,	  elegance,	  sophistication,	  
and	  mystery.	  
	  	  	  (death,	  chaos,	  evil)	  


