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page 308

The suitors tease Telemachos

‘No one has worse Juck with his guests than you, Telemachos.

“Here, for one, somebody brought you in this vagabond

who wants his food and his wine, who does not know how to do any

work, who has no strength, but is just a weight on the good land,

And now this other one stood up and began to prophesy.

If you would listen: to what I'say, it would be far better.

Let us put these guests in a vessel with many oarlocks

and tzke them to the Sicilians. There they would fetch a good price.” .
So spoke the suitors, but Telemachos paid no attention, '

but Jooked across at his father siléntly, always waiting -

for the time when he would lay his hands on the shameless suitors.
The daughter of Tkarios, circomspect Penelope,

had taken her beautiful chair and set it just outside the door, -

and listened to every word the men in the hall were saying,

For these were laughing aloud as they prepared a dinnex

that was sweel and staying, for they had made a very big sacrifice;

but there could not be a meal that was more unpleasant than this one,

such was to be the attack that the-powerful man and the goddess

would make on them. For they had first begun the wrongdoing.




