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But now the goddess, gray-eyed Athene, put it in the mind

 of the daughter of Tkarios, circumspect Penelope,

to set the bow before the suitors, and the gray iton, r
in the house of Odyssens: the contest, the beginning of the staughter.
So she ascended the high staircase of her own house,

and in her solid hand took up the beautiful, brazen

and artfully corved key, with an ivory handle upon it.

With her attendant women she went to the inmost fecess

of the chamber. ‘There were stored away the mastet’s possessions.
Bronze was there, and gold, and difficalty wrought iron,

and there the backstrung bow was stored away, and the quiver

to hold the arrows. There were many painful shafts inside it.
These were gifts from a friend whom he met in Lakedaimon,
Iphitos, son of Eurytos, one like the immortal -

gods.

« Don't worry—Homer tells you the story:
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page 320

Odyssens shoots through the axes

Hearing this, long-suffering great Odysseus was happy

that the son of devious-devising Kronos had sent him a portent,
He chose out a swift arrow that lay beside him wncovered

on the table, but the others were still stored uia inside the hollow
quiver, and presently the Achaians must learn their natare,

Taking the string and the head grooves he drew to the middle
grip, and from the vety chair whete be sat, bending the bow
before him, let the arfow fly, nor missed any axes

frota the first handle on, but the bronze-weighted arrow passed through
all, and out the other end. He spoke to Telemachos:

“Telemachos, your gnest that sits in your halls does not then

fail you; I missed no part of the mark, nor have I made much

wotk of stringing the bow; the strength is still sound within me,
and not as the suitors said in their scorn, making little of me.

Now. is the time for their dinner to be served the Achaians

. in the daylight, then follow with other entertainment,

the dance and the lyre; for these things come at the end of the féasting.’
He spoke, and nodded to him with his brows, and Telemachos,

deat son of godlike Odysseus, put his sharp sword about him

and closed his own hand over his spear, and took his position

close beside him and next the chair, all armed in bright bronze.




