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Now resourceful Odyssens stripped his rags from him, and sprang
up atop the great threshold, holding his bow and the quiver
filled with arrows, and scattered out the swift shafts before him.
on the ground next his feet, and spoke his word to the suitors:
*Hete is a task that has been achieved, without any deception,
Now I shall shoot at another mark, one that no man yet
has struck, if I can hit it and Apollo grants me the gloty.

He spoke, and steered a bitter arrow against Antinods.
He was o the point of lifting up 2 fine two-handled
goblet of gold, and had it in his hands, and was moving it
so zs to dtink of the wine, and in his heart there was no thought
of death. For who would think that one man, alone in a company
of many men at their feasting, though he wese a vety strong one,
would ever inflict death upon him and datk dootmn? But Odysseus,
aiming at this man, struck him in the throat with an arrow,
and clean throngh the soft part of the neck the point was driven.
He slumped away to one side, and out of his stricken hand fell
the goblet, and up and through his nostrils there burst a thick jet
of mortal blood, and with a thrst of his foot he kicked back
the table from him, so that all the good food was scattered

on the ground, bread and baked meats together; but all thé suitors

cdlamored about the house-when they saw that the man was fallen,
sprang up from their seats and ranged about the room, throwing
their glances every way all along the well-built walls,
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page 334

Odyssens cleans the palace

‘Before all this, let me have the fire in my palace.’

He spoke, and the dear nurse Burykleia did not disobey him.
She brought him out the fire and brimstone; and then Odysseus
cleaned his palace, house and courtyard alike, with sufphur.

The old woman went off through the fine house of Odysseus,
to take the message to the women and tell them to gather.

They came from the main house, and in their hands held torches,

and all the serving women clung to Odysseus, and greeted him,

and made much of him, and kissed him on his head a0d his shoulders,
and hands, admiring him, and sweet longing for lamentation

and tears took hold of him. He recognized all these women.




