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The old woman, laughing foudly, went to the upper chatnber

to tell hér mistress that her beloved hushand was inside

the house, Her knees moved swiftly, but her feet were tottering.

She stood above Penelope’s head and spoke a word to her:

“Wake, Penelope, deat child, so that, with your own eyes,

you can see what all yout.days you have been longing for.

Odysseus is hete, he is in the house, though late in his coming;

and he has killed the haughty saitors, who were afflicting

his house, and using force on his son, and eating his propesty.’
Circumspect Penelope said to her in answer:

. ‘Dear nusse, the gods have driven you crazy. They are both able

to change a very sensible person into 4 senseless

one, and to set the light-wit on the way of discretion,

They have set you awty; before now your thonghts were orderly.
Why do you insult me when my heart is heavy with sorrows,

by talking in this wild way, and waking mé from a happy

sleep, which had come and covered my eyes, and held them fastened?

For 1 have not had such a sleep as this one, since the time
when Odysseus went to that evil, not-to-be-mentioned Ilion.
But go down now, and take }}ourseif back into the palace.

If any of those other women, who are here with me, -

" had come with 2 message like yours, and wakened me from my slumbe,

1 would have sent her back on her way to the hall ina hateful
fashion for doing it. It shall be yout age that saves you.”
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Odyssens goes to see bis father

that she would make him ageless all his days, and immortal,

but never so could she persnade the heart that was in him;

then how, after much suffering, he reached the Phaiakians,

who honored him in their hearts as If he were a god, and sent him

‘back, by ship, to the beloved land of his fathers,

bestowing bronze and gold in abundance on him, and clothing.
And this was the last word he spoke to her, when the sweet sleep
came to relax his limbs and slip the cares from his spirit,

Then the goddess gray-eyed Athene thought what to do next.
As soon #s she thought the heart of Odysseus had full contentment
of the pleasure of resting in bed beside his wife, and of sleeping,
immediately she stirred from Ocean the golden-throned early
Dawn, to shine her light upon men, and Odysseus rose up
from his soft bed, and spoke then to his wife, telling her:
‘Dear wife, we both have had our full share of numerous trials
now; yours have been here as you cried over my much-Jonged-for
homecoming, while as for me, Zeus and the other gods held me
back from my own country, as I was striving to reach it. r
But now that we two have come to our desired bed together, '
you look after my possessions which are in the palace,
but as for my flocks, which the overbeating suitors have ruined,
many I shall restore by raiding, others the Achaians
shall give me, until they have filled up all of my sheepfolds.
But now I shall go to our estate with its many orchards,
to see my noble father who has grieved for me constantly.
But I tell you this, my wife, though you have your own understanding.
Presently, when the sun rises, there will be a rumor
about the men who courted you, whom I'killed in our palace.
Then go to the upper chamber with your attendant women,
and sit still, looking at no one, and do not ask any questions.’

He spoke, and put his splendid armor over his shoulders,
and wakened Telemachos and the oxherd and thé swineherd, .
and told all to take up in their hands their warlike weapons;
nor did they disobey him, but armed themselves in the bronze, then
opened the doors and went outside, and Odysseus led them.
By now the light was over the earth, but Athene, hiding -
these men in darkness, guided them quickly out of the city.




