Odyssey Close Reading Directions

How to perform a close reading:
1. Read. 
2. Consider the major themes or patterns that emerge.
3. Pick one 10 line passage that deals with a theme or pattern that interests you.
4. Annotate the passage.
a. Look up anything you don’t understand (allusions or words).
b. Remember the passage exists in time, and times change (consider the social/historical context).
c. Assume there is a reason for everything. Examine:
-Repetition (contradictions or similarities)
[bookmark: _GoBack]		-Syntax and Diction
		-Symbolism
		-Etc.
5. What does the passage appear to be saying about the theme/pattern you are analyzing? Connect to overarching themes in the novel—attempt to write a thesis regarding the significance of the passage.
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page 142
Oliyssens and bis companions

*So speaking I went aboded the ship and told my compani
fals0 to go aboard, and to cast off the stern cables,
and quickly they went aboatd the ship and sat to the oarlocks,
180 and sitting well in order dashed the oars in the gray sa.
[But when we had arrived at the place, which was nearby, there
athiedgelof the land we sdw the cave; close fo the water,
ighyand pvergrowa with lpurels, and in it were stabled—>
gzt flacks, sheep and goatfalike, and there was a fenced yard =
2%t around it with wGighyall of grubbed-out boulders
24”0 tal pines and oaks it [ofty foliage. Inside
there lodged affonste of a thart]who now was herding °
% the flocks at a distanceaway, alone, for he did not range with
others, but stayed awayby himself; hisuindjwas lawless,~
1003 and in trugh he was @ monstrous wonder Fade to behold, ot
Vel e o oo, fin eater of bread | but mordfikd'a wooded-
pelcof the high mountains seen standing away from the others,
At that time I told the rest of my eager companions |,
to stay whee they were beside the ship and guard it. Meanwhile
1, choosing out the twelve best men among my companioas,
went on, but T had with me a goatskin bottle of black wine,
sweet wine, given me by Maron, son of Euanthes
and priest of Apollo, who bestrides Ismaros; he gave it
because, respecting him with his wie and child, we saved them

‘from hatm. He made his dwelling among the trees of the sacred _ /77

grove of Phoibos Apollo, and he gave me glorious presents.
He gave me seven talents of well-wrought gold, and he gveme
2 mixing bowl made all of silver, and gave along withiit
wine, drawing it off in storing jars, twelve i all. This was

page 143

Jin the cave of Polyphemos

“Lightly we made our way to the cave, but we did not find him
there, he was off herding on the range with his fat flocks.
'We went inside the cave and admired everything inside it
Baskets were there, heavy with cheeses, and the pens crowded
220 _with lambs and kids. They had all been divided into separate
TS groups, the firstlings in one place, and then the middle ones,
the babies again by themselves. And all his vessels, milk pails
and pans, that he used for milking into, were running over
with whey. From the stat my companions spoke to me and begged me
225 to take some of the cheeses, come back again, and the next time
Jilito drive the lambs and kids from their pens, and get back quickly
ioo the ship again, and go sailing off across the salt water;
{ce- but I would not listen to them, it would have been better their way,
not until T could see him, see if he would give me presents.
(i238,4 My friends were to find the sight of him in n0 way lovely.
i “There we built a fire and made sacrifice, and helping.
ourselves to the cheeses we ate and sat waiting for him
inside, until he came home from his herding. He carried a heavy
Load of dried-out wood, to make a fire for his dinner,
and threw it down inside the cave, making a terrible
crash, 50 in fear we scuttled away into the cave's corners.
Next he drove into the wide cavern all from the fat flocks

that he would milk, but he left all the male animals, billygoats
and rams, outside in his yard with the decp fences. Next thing,

he heaved up and setinto position the huge door stop,

a massive thing; no twenty-two of the best four-wheeled

wagons could have taken that weight off the ground and carried it,
such a piece of sky-towering cliffthat was he set over

his gateway. Next he sat down and milked his sheep and his bleatis
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