English Essay Rubric
 
	
	4 (Exceeds)
	3 (Meets)
	2 (Almost Meets)
	1 (Does Not Meet)

	Organization
-transitions
-structure
	-Use of highly effective and purposeful transitions to connect ideas within and across paragraphs. 
-Unified, consistent, and logical organization.  
	-Use of purposeful transitions to connect ideas within and across paragraphs.  
-Sustained logical organization.
	-Limited or inconsistent use of transitions within and across paragraphs.  
-Logical organization with some digressions.
	-There is an absence of transitions connecting ideas.
-Fails to organize ideas and lacks unity.

	Content
-position
-evidence
-analysis
	-Strongly articulates a clear position.  Effectively adapts content to audience, purpose and situation.
-Synthesizes a variety of relevant and precise evidence. 
-Sophisticated and insightful interpretation of information.
	-Focuses on a clear position.  Adapts content to audience, purpose and situation.

-Cites a variety of precise and relevant evidence.
-Adequate interpretation of information.
	-Lacks focus on a position.  Inconsistently adapts to content, audience, purpose and situation.
-Contains limited relevant evidence.
-Limited interpretation of information.
	-Fails to focus on a position.  Does not adapt content to audience, purpose, and situation.

-Contains no relevant evidence.
-Little to no interpretation of information.

	Style
-word choice
-tone and voice
-syntax
-persuasive techniques
	-Word choice is specific (striking, natural or vivid) and purposeful.   

-Tone and voice are effective for purpose.
-Syntax and sentence variety a effectively contribute to essay’s purpose.
	-Word choice is generally clear, but may at times lack connection to purpose.   
-Tone and voice are appropriate for purpose.
-Syntax and sentence variety appropriately contribute to essays purpose. 
	-Word choice is vague and lacks purpose.
-Tone and voice are vague for purpose.
-Syntax and sentence variety inconsistently contribute to essay’s purpose.
	-No purpose behind intent or word choice. 
-Tone and voice are unclear for purpose.
-Lacks connection between syntax/sentence variety and purpose

	Conventions
-mechanics and usage
-sentence formation
	-Essay is virtually free of errors.  

-No sentence formation errors.
	-Some errors but generally does not interfere with understanding.
-Some sentence formation errors.
	-Enough errors to interfere with understanding.

-Sentence formation lacks consistent control.
	-Numerous errors make paper hard to read and understand.
-Sentence formation interferes with understanding.


