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AICA KINCAID (1946-) was born and educated ; .
Ha!iaq Indies. Her first book, 4t the Bottom of the ?.._“ m&o_.s.-. Antigua, in
eceived the Morton Dauwen Zabel Award of the + 8 collection of stories,

Tt of Arts and Letters and was nominated for the vmzn\nmpaﬁa o
D Xincad's other books are Aie Jobw; A Smal Pl oy

- et for the National Book Award; and o 5
wnhu : ~ec for the National Book Critics Qﬂ“«kﬁwﬂsw &,E& Eos.a..
mu.uonron PEN/Faulkner Award, and the winner of the Og_”n%mﬂ:“hﬁru.ﬂ
) .i&w3r>§gﬁmanrowe§wi§.ﬂarﬂawaa
—-nuo.t.ﬁmmﬂ stories have appeared in The New Yorker, Rolling Stone, and ;.W.on
. mr«mﬁi&#ﬂvﬁgggggwa§<§5ﬂ”

Wash the white clothes on Monday and put them on the stone

wloc clothes on Tuesday and put them on the clothesline to &:Wﬂ“ﬂr Sapﬂ
parchead in the hot sun; cook pumpkin fritters Egronggo? soak
frdke clothes right after you take them off; when buying cotton to make Fcﬁaﬂ
¢ nice blouse, be sure that it doesr't have gum on it, because that way it won't
ro&%s&»mnnpéﬁuo»rmaﬂ fish overnight before you cook it; is it true
andampmg:»gmgmuw«nro&w»_iuﬁﬁﬂwcﬁmo&m:&g»ﬁwg
itwor't turn someone else’s stomach; on Sundays try to walk like a lady and not
Eke the slut you are so bent on becoming; don't sing benna in Sunday school;
you mustn't speak to wharf-rat boys, not even to give directions; don' eat fruits
o the street—flies will follow you; but I don't sing benna on Sundays at all and
ngm..wwa&u&%\,.Ewwvoi.oaiosuvcaoamﬁwroiaa%n
buttonhole for the button you have just sewed on; this is how to hem a dress
when you sc¢ the hem coming down and s to prevent yourself from looking
like the .Eﬂuwboiwgnasgnggmaﬁgwroiwocwazuoﬁ
fither’s khaki shirt so that it doesn't have a crease; this is how you iron
your father’s khaki pants so that they don't have a crease; this is how you grow
okra—far from the house, because okra tree harbors red ants; whea you are
growing dasheen, make sure it gets plenty of water or else it makes your throat
#kch, when you are o&sm._n.r.awvoivdcgnﬁnSBﬁﬁr.a.agi%c
?.«w..iwor rgxwﬁwwroiwocéui&ngg%cﬁuos

319

320 / JAMAICA KINCAID

someone you dor't ike very much; this is how you smile to someone

ike at all; this is how you smile to someone you like completely; th; %a.. dox;
set a table for tea; this is how you set 3 table for dinner; this is hoy, ros?
table for dinner with an important guest; this is how you set 5 table ».vd._ wt,
this is how you seta table for breakfast; this is how to behave in the or rsﬁ
men who dont know you very well, and this way they won't Rn%&
ately the slut T have wamed you against becoming; be sure to wagy, Mg,
even if it is with your own spity don't squat down to play marb) Cvery dy
a boy, you know; don't pick people’s flowers—you might catch some n.sm_ OU 2re ey
throw stones at blackbirds, because it might not be a blackbird ar a1, this dogy
to make a bread pudding; this is how to make doukona; this is hoy 15 hoy
w«%&von%mwroisan_s»mo& medicine for a cold; n_..WWrosaEr
2 good medicine to throw away  child before it even becomes nnE_M.onmsr
vg.sa@-m%&,wgam.asran»??%p.%pi??r
something bad won't fall on you; this is how to bully 2 man; this is hoy vy
bullies you; this is how to love a man, and if this doesn't work 90.«5-5.
ways, and if they don't work don't feel too bad about giving up; this i rw:&a
uw._.%maQo»w%uocm&mwnmq.gmngoiBBgA&%Sgw
doesa't fall on you; this is how to make ends meet; always r»nn_u
make sure it’s fresh; wﬁ%%«?ggwﬁi.\m&»??&&.wsga
say that after all you are really going to be the kind of woman who Eor&”
won't et near the bread?




