McCarthy Style Analysis and Imitation Essays


You will be turning in:
· A traditional analytical (thesis-based) essay on an element of McCarthy’s style (3 pages MINIMUM)
· A passage that replicates McCarthy’s style and proves your thesis (no specified length) with a statement of intent (1 paragraph MINIMUM)
Your statement of intent should:

· Where does the passage fit into the novel (i.e., “this passage would continue the flashback about the dog that followed the man and the boy on page 87”).
· Clearly explain which element of McCarthy’s style you are focusing on in your passage and how your passage demonstrates, develops, and adds insight into your thesis.

· In the body of the statement, explain and elaborate on the elements of McCarthy’s style that you are trying to convey, and how you do that in the passage.
Your imitation passage will be graded using the following rubric.
	
	4—Advanced 
	3—Proficient 
	2—Partially Prof.
	1—Unsatisfactory 

	Statement of Intent
	Your statement of intent adds depth and insight to your passage and meets all of the requirements.
	Your statement of intent explains your passage and meets most of the requirements.
	Your statement of intent is related your passage and some of the requirements.
	Your statement of intent is not clearly connected to your passage and does not meet the requirements.

	Voice
	Writer sounds like Cormac McCarthy.

	Writer successfully imitates McCarthy’s voice but fails to carry it throughout the entire story.  While the style is convincing, it lacks any additional sparkle.
	Writer’s attempt to imitate McCarthy voice is hit-and-miss.  The style is barely recognizable.
	Writer does not attempt to imitate McCarthy’s style.  Voice of story is lifeless and dull.

	Diction
	Writer has fully adopted the word choice, phraseology, and style of the novel throughout.
	Writer successfully incorporates McCarthy’s phrases and word choice, but not throughout.
	Writer attempts to use phrases from the novel but rarely does it successfully.
	Writer makes no attempt to use words/ phrases found in the novel.

	Syntax
	The passage is polished and shows a thorough understanding of McCarthy’s use of syntax.
	The passage incorporates elements of McCarthy’s use of syntax.
	The passage shows a limited understanding of McCarthy’s use of syntax.

	The passage makes no attempt to incorporate McCarthy’s use of syntax.


	Analysis
	The passage does a superb job illustrating your element of style and thesis.
	The passage does a good job illustrating your element of style and thesis.
	The passage does an adequate illustrating your element of style and thesis.
	The passage does a not illustrate your element of style and thesis and the effort was minimal.


