
Independent Reading Assignment Sheet
Description:

Each quarter, you will be asked to choose a book to read on your own. At the end of the quarter, you will be assessed on your understanding of that book. As you read, you should annotate, take notes, and use any other strategies you commonly use to analyze the texts you read. Your annotations will not be collected, but you will be allowed to use them on your in-class timed writing. Although, some class time will be dedicated to independent reading, ultimately, it will be your responsibility to read your book. You will also be required to write your own reading schedule to monitor your progress. 
Rationale: 

Reading is the best way for you to become a better reader, writer, speaker, and grammatical guru. Reading independently and for pleasure will help you expand your vocabulary and prepare for future standardized tests, such as the PSAT, ACT, SAT, AP, and SOL exams. Reading is also one of the most poignant ways to become aware of the experiences, cultures, and beliefs of others.

Assessment:
There will be a formal timed writing assignment related to independent reading each quarter. This assessment will count as a test grade each quarter. 

Permission: Before you select your independent reading choice, you will be required to discuss it with your parent(s)/guardian(s) and return a signed form indicating permission for you to read it and your own commitment to your chosen book. 
Independent Reading List—First Quarter
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie

A Lesson before Dying by Ernest Gaines
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

American Gods by Neil Gaiman

Animal Farm by George Orwell
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

Call of the Wild by Jack London

Catch 22 by Joseph Heller

*Dune by Frank Herbert

*Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell

*Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

*Ender’s Shadow by Orson Scott Card

*Every Day by David Levithan

Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer
*Feed by M.T. Andersen 

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes
*Game of Thrones by George R.R. Martin

*Grimm’s Complete Fairytales
Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell
Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

*Graceling by Kristin Cashore 

*House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

*Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford

*Leviathan by Scott Westerfield

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

*Looking for Alaska by John Green

*Lord of Flies by William Golding
*My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult

*Mythology by Edith Hamilton
*Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe

*Sabriel by Garth Nix

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen

*Shade’s Children by Garth Nix

*Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan
*Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy

*Speak by Laurie Halse Andersen

*Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath

*The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak

*The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky
*To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

The Chocolate Wars by Robert Cormier

The Chosen by Chaim Potok
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon

The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown

*The Darkest Minds by Alexandra Bracken

The Death of Ivan Ilyich by Leo Tolstoy
*The Giver by Lois Lowry

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

*The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

*The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

The Life of Pi by Yann Martel
*The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

*The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery
*The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkein

*The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

*The Maze Runner by James Dashner
The Old Man in the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde

The Princess Bride by William Golding
The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
The Time Machine by H.G. Wells
The Walking Dead by Robert Kirkman and Tony Moore

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe

V for Vendetta by Alan Moore

Watchmen by Alan Moore

Where’d You Go Bernadette by Maria Semple

*White Oleander by Janet Finch

Wicked by Gregory Maguire

*Wonder by R.J. Palacio

*Denotes books that will only be offered as options first quarter.

