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OBJECTIVE TEST TAKING* 
 
Objective exams include true-false, fill-in-the-blank, matching, and multiple choice questions. The word 
objective refers to the scoring and indicates there is only one correct answer. Objective tests rely heavily 
on your skill to read quickly and to reason out the answer. 
 

GENERAL 
SUGGESTIONS 

□ Read the directions for the whole test and each subsection. 

□ Note the number of items and figure out how much time you have to answer each one.  

□ Are there penalties for guessing?  If not, then guess when you don't know the answer.  

□ Answer the easy items first to get the maximum number of points.  

□ Change your answer only  if you have reason to do so; research indicates that in 3 out of 4 
times your first choice was probably correct.  

□ Return to questions you couldn't answer initially and try them again.  

□ Don't waste time reviewing answers of which you are confident are correct. 

TRUE-FALSE 

□ If there is more than one fact to the statement, check corrections of each part. If one part is 
false, the item is wrong unless there is a qualifying word such as usually or sometimes.  

□ Words like ‘always’  and ‘never’  tend to indicate that the statement is false, especially if you 
can think of an exception. Always and never are absolutes; true absolutes are rare. 

□ When the statement is given negatively, state the item without the "no" or "not" and see if it is 
true or false. If now the statement reads "true," mark it false. 

MATCHING 

□ Find out if each item is used only once or if some are used more than one once.  

□ Check off the answers you have used already.  

□ Analyze the choices to see if any parts of the term or word you know will then allow you to 
associate it with the right answer.  

FILL-IN-THE-
BLANK 

□ Check the number of lines per answer  to see if they indicate the number of letters or words.  

□ If you can't remember the exact word, write something related  or an explanation.  

□ Use appropriate endings  to fit the statement/question. 

MULTIPLE 
CHOICE 

□ If the question is long and complex, underline the subject and verb  to help you.  

□ Read the question, cover the answers  and answer it in your mind, then look for the matching 
answer.  

□ Read all the alternatives, saying "probable" or "not probable" before making a decision.  

□ Ask yourself if you are dealing with a fact or the understanding of some fact.  
□ If a question is in the negative , for example, "one of the following is not a cause," look for 

three true answers and the one remaining false answer will be correct one to mark.  

□ Note appropriate grammatical structure  from the question to the alternative.  

□ General statements  are more likely to be correct than specific statements, especially if you 
can think of one exception.  

□ Check the answer sheet with the question sheet to make sure the numbering corresponds. 
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13 EDUCATED GUESSING STRATEGIES 
 

1. Guess False if there is an absolute modifier (like ‘always’ or ‘never’ ). 
2. Guess True if there is an in-between modifier (like ‘sometimes’ or ‘usually’ ). 
3. Guess False if there is a relationship cue (like ‘because’, ‘since’, ‘X causes Y’ ). 
4. Guess False if the statement is ridiculous or has unfamiliar terms . 
5. Guess True if there are no other clues  (this is a wild-shot guess). 

 
6. Middle Value  - the correct alternative is usually of middle value. If you are unsure, eliminate the extremes and pick from the middle 

value. 
The mature human being has how many teeth? 

a. 15 
b. 32 
c. 54 
d. 7 

 
7. Two Alternatives Mean the Same  - If two alternatives mean the same thing, and there is only one correct answer, eliminate both 

of them - neither will be correct. Make your choice from those remaining.  Example: 
The treaty of Breat Litovsk was ratified by Moscow because:  

a. Tsar Alexander I wanted to prevent Napoleon’s invasion of Russia. 
b. Russia was unable to keep up with the armament m anufacture of Austria. 
c. Russia could not keep pace with the military pro duction of Austria. 
d. Nicolai Lenin wanted to get the Soviet Union out of World War I. 
 

8. Two Alternatives look similar – If two alternatives look similar, but mean different things, one is probably right.  
Compared to the left hemisphere of the brain, the right hemisphere of the brain 

a. understands spoken language better 
b. has better logical abilities 
c. perceives words better 
d. perceives emotions better 

 
9. Most General Alternatives  – The correct alternative is often the most general, it includes the most information.  

The lungs 
a. Are solid and immobile and located within the chest. 
b. Are the only organs that produce insulin. 
c. Function primarily in respiration. 
d. Possess the Oddi. 

 
10. Length  – The correct alternative is often the longest. If most of the correct answers have been the shortest, then select the 

shortest.  However, if most of the correct answers have been the longest, select the longest. 
3 + (7+1) = 3 + 7 + 1 because 

a. 3 + 7 + 1 = 11 
b. Parentheses preceded by an addition sign may be removed without changing the signs of any numbers 

inside the parentheses (the association law of divi sion). 
c. Division is indicated. 
d. Parentheses preceded by a minus sign may be removed. 

 
11. Two Alternatives are Opposite  - The correct alternative is probably one of a pair of direct opposites.  

The Planarian has: 
a. An anterior brain. 
b. Three legs. 
c. Red eyes. 
d. A posterior brain 

 
12. Grammatical Agreement of ‘ a’ and ‘ an’  - The correct alternative should agree grammatically with the stem.  

A biologist who specializes in the study of the relationships of an organism to its environment is known as an: 
a. Ecologist 
b. Structuralist 
c. Taxonomist 
d. Naturalist 

 
13. Singular and Plurals  - If the stem uses the word is , choose a singular word. If the stem has the word are, choose a plural word. 

Important in feeling pain are: 
a. Bone 
b. Ear 
c. Muscle 
d. Nerves  


