February 27th, 2015
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Our class will be completing a Poetry Research Unit in which your student will be assigned a poem to study and analyze. This poem has been assigned only after your student designated an interest in the poem during a poem speed dating session in class. Students were asked to choose a poem with whom they could see a future, found intellectually stimulating, and had common interests. For this paper, students will be asked to conduct an analysis of literary elements within the poem, and then create a thesis statement that focuses on the larger implications of language choices and cultural patterns. Students will use evidence from the poem and from scholarly, outside sources to support the arguments within their papers.
Because several of the selected poems are not included in the library at West Potomac or are officially approved by the division, please confirm that you have discussed the poem with your student and have approved their selection. Please also note that students will be provided with a copy of the assigned poem. Chosen poems do not exceed one full page in length and all are available to read online. 
Thank you for your involvement in and support of our class assignments. Please contact me at kmmcglynn@fcps.edu if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Kelsey McGlynn
Poem Author and title: __________________________________________________________________
Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________________
