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Creative Nonfiction: Personal Memoir

Advanced English 9

Assignment: Your task will be to write a personal memoir framing a single experience that 
has impacted who you are as an individual. Writing about personal experience can be 
emotionally and intellectually demanding, so this assignment will require you to think 
carefully about the subject matter you choose and to be diligent in portraying the 
circumstances in a manner that is clear, compelling, and specific, though not necessarily

entirely accurate (as is the nature of memoir). 

Parameters: The format of your paper should closely adhere to the following guidelines:

·  This paper must be between 700-1,000 words (two to three FULL pages)

·  Typed, double-spaced, in Times New Roman 12-point font, with one inch margins

·  If you so wish, this assignment may be a multigenre. That means you may include: personal photos, drawings, poetry or lyrics you have written, or any other creative element you can imagine. This is NOT a requirement, and will fall under the “Style” category of the rubric. 

Subject Matter: Your personal memoir MUST address EACH of the following questions: 

· Why was this event of particular significance?

·  What did it mean?

·  Why is it important?


*** You MUST get your topic approved prior to beginning your first draft.*** 

Grading: Due to the amount 
of time we will spend in class drafting, conferencing, and revising
this assignment, I will strictly grade the personal memoir assignment according to the
specifications outlined on the rubric on the back of this sheet.

Rubric Categories Overview:

·  Organization: sequentially unified, fluid transitions that connect ideas, paragraphs

·  Content: position, evidence, analysis

·  Style: word choice, tone, mood, imagery, and voice. 

·  Conventions: grammar, sentence formation, punctuation, spelling

·  Overall Effect: impactful resonance of the text as a whole

Late work: As the personal memoir is a major assignment, you are expected to turn it in on time. 
Because you are aware of the due date well in advance, there are very few excuses I 
will accept if for your 
assignment is submitted late. If your essay is late, there will be a 


deduction in points and you will not be allowed to submit a rewrite. 
Due Date: 
