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Romeo and Juliet Binary Essays (Yay for couples!)
Assignment: Great news! You thought we were done with literary theory—we’re not. You will be following and analyzing the development of a binary through Romeo and Juliet and using Structuralism and Deconstruction and writing two mini-essays.

Requirements: 
· Length: 1-2 FULL pages, double spaced

· Formatting: 12 point Times New Roman, Double-spaced, One inch margins, Header: See above
· Citations: MLA
· ANALYSIS. YOU MUST QUOTE AND ANALYZE THE TEXT. (Shocker).
· A THESIS. (Again, shocker).
· Pretty much nothing but analysis. Your essay should include 1-3 sentences of introduction and 1-3 sentence (if any) conclusion. Do not waste ANY of your space with fluff. ANALYZE.
Essential Questions: The following questions represent avenues from which you may want to begin to analyze your binary. Your paper does not need to address each of them, but you should consider each question during the planning stages of your paper(s).
Structuralist Point of View: 

1. What are the major patterns that exist within a text?

2. What can you speculate about the societal values of this text which form each half of the binary opposition?

3. Which half of the binary is “favored” within the text?

4. How does the binary connect to the human experience as a whole?

5. What rules or codes must be internalized to make sense of the binary?

6. What is the battle between the binaries? Where does the opposition come from?
7. How does this battle manifest in the text?

Deconstructionist Point of View:
1. How does the text undermine or contradict generally accepted truths? Is the binary explicitly “black and white” or does it create/perpetuate/instigate a “gray” area?
2. What relationships do you see between specific words representing the binary?
3. Is there a breakdown between the generally recognized sign (object or idea) and the signifier (meaning)? (In other words: Does the binary represent something larger or different than it would traditionally depict about a character, trait, society, etc)? If so, what is it? What impact does this have within the text?

Due Dates:
You will be responsible for two different mini-essays analyzing your binary over the course of this unit. One after we finish reading Act I, and the other after we finish the play. 
Mini-Essay 1: May 20th and 21st 
Min-Essay 2: June 10th and 11th 
*N.B. These dates are subject to change based on how quickly or slowly we read.

Binaries:
· Identity vs. Anonymity

· Love vs. Death

· Fate vs. Chance

· Eternity vs. Mortality

· Individual vs. Society

· Dream vs. Reality

· Comedy vs. Tragedy

· Civilized vs. Uncivilized

· Hope vs. Despair

· Nobility vs. Commoners

· Vengeance vs. Justice

· Fight vs. Flight

· Day vs. Night

· Mind vs. Body

· Earthly vs. Celestial

· Man vs. Nature

· Nobility vs. Servant 

· Rational vs. Emotional

· Love vs. Lust

· Masculine vs. Feminine

· Pure vs. Impure

· Youth vs. Old Age

· Mothers vs. Fathers

· Sleep vs. Wakefulness

· Peace vs. Conflict

· Nature vs. Art

· Tragedy vs. Comedy

· Talk vs. Action

· Beginning vs. Ending

· Knowledge v. Ignorance

· Destruction vs. Creation 

· Poetry vs. Prose

· Passive vs. Aggressive

· Seen vs. Heard

· Law vs. Lawless

· Repetition vs. Isolation

· Public vs. Private

· Theological vs. Secular

Sample Theses:

· In the tragedy knows as Romeo and Juliet, servants are shrewder than nobility, and this is demonstrated through their clever insults, being able to play along and be loyal during the feud, and their masked humor which represents their focus on the practical and the present.
· Even though purity is the moral idea in Romeo and Juliet ultimately impurity has a greater influence in the way he talks to his friends, the way he spies on Juliet, and the way he defies his parent’s wishes.
· In Romeo and Juliet, masculinity is more important than femininity, because the men are more violent, can express their opinions more freely, and are able to achieve anything they want through their actions.
· In Romeo and Juliet, eternity has more influence than mortality and this is shown through Romeo and Juliet’s unconcerned attitudes towards death, the circumstances off their love, and the legacy of their love, which shows the perils of youthful ignorance.
Your binary: ________________________________________

