B v '1;Lhe Little Mermaid - Den lille Havfrue
N ot T o Hans Christian Andersen, 1837 - ' 1y \
Vet t‘fy a9 1 s dlp e wees N ntts o messete defh, ﬂl"éﬂ‘/év*//mv
( * Far, far from land\where the waters are as blue as the petals of the cornflower and as clear as glass, there,
where no anchor cag reach the bottom, live the mer-people. So deep is this part of the sea that you would
have to pile man: owers on top of each other before one of them emerged above the surface. o
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Now you must not think that at the bottom of the sea there is_on
plants and trees; their stems and-e ArESO hat the slightest current in the water makes them  moe b +he
move, as if they were(alive] Big and small fishes flit in and out among their branches, just as the birds do oeen o He
up on earth. At the very deepest place, the mer-king has built his castle. Its walls are made of coral and its Jeoéeﬁ,.j'
long pointed windows of amber. The roof is oyster shells that are continually opening and closing. It looks B,EMQW)Q
very beautiful, for in each shell lies a pearl, so lustrous that it would be fit for a cklueen's crown. + the St rh r
Sty i cJ(/szjy 70 ke '

years} his mother kept'house for him. She was a very
intelligent woman but a little too proud of b she-worq on her tail; the nobility were
'. therwise, she was a most praiseworthy woman, and she took excellent care of her

grandchildren, the little princesses. They were six lovely mermaids; the youngest was the most beautiful.

The mer-king had been a widower for many

He 2 € as the petal of a rose and(her eyes)as blue as the deepest lake but, just like
everyone else down tirere,-she had no feet; herbedy ended 1n a fishtail. fl"f‘nﬂv’/t.\‘} ot
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The mermaids were allowed to play'j.;ﬁ day m the great hall of thé castle, wherg erew on the walls. Fk >

The big amber windows were kept open and the fishes swam in and out, just asThe swallows up on earth |

fly in through our windows if they are open. But unlike the birds of the air;the fishes were not ﬁightened,‘jf"” v

they swam right up to the *lﬁe princesses and ate out of their handsand let themselves be petted. dx Fmesin

@ity e fre e Bost fe5€.

" Around the castle was } gréat park w] edand ¢ i Ishone as
though they were thepuresikold, theit 1 ere like flames, and their branches and leaves were ever‘;j\""/’e’S (o
pd, not white but blue, the color of burning sulphur. There was a s/mkol?% reys

in motion. The earth was the finest sa

blue tinge to everything, down on g€ bottom of the sea. You could almost believe that you were V—F&Cb\“s@l"\‘l!\y).

suspended in mid-air and e blue sky both above and below you. When the sea was calm, the %Fﬁ“‘" 1S lo fne

appeared like a crimsor{ flower,)from which all light flowed. \/oNW -3¢ trky Jhod dhe e JiPRmt
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shaped her(flowen)bed so it resembled a whale; and another, as agfiermaid,) The youngest had planted red hpve. [N’""');

' é;lc hers: she wanted it to look like the sun; it was round and the crimson flowers did glow as though Ao ond

e

Each little princess had her own garden, where she could

4 they were so many little suns. She was a strange little child: quiet ar'ld thoughtful. Her sisters' gardens were o
f);l‘aﬁ&" 7filled with all sorts of things that they had collected from shipwrecks, but she had only a marble statue of a e ar)
¢ e m hers. It had been cut out of stone that was almos€ transparently cleat)and had sunk to the bottom of '

Perpoid- e sea when the ship that had carried it was lost. Close to the statue shf had planted #pi ee; it looked
’ Q.\\‘@ N like a wee1.>ing willow. The tree was'ta]ler than the sculere. Its long sdft branches bent tqward the sand; it
o S looked as if the top of the tree and its root wanted to kiss each other LAty f nk; C@/’)*‘SS‘\"" / IO\/&
a \)OV "The princesses liked nothing better than to listen to their old grandmother tell about the world above. She
~ I had to recount countless times all she knew about ships, towns, human beings, and the animals that lived
hasvon, up on land. The youngest of the mermaids thought it particularly wonderful that @ p there had
fragrance, for that they did not have on the bottom of the sea. She also liked to hear about the green
(,; forest, where the fishes that swam among the branches could sing most beautifully. Grandmother called
the birds "fishes"; otherwise, her little grandchildren would not have understood her, since they had never
seen a bird. : ‘ ‘
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"But when you are fifteen, then you will be allowed to swim to the surface,’ she promised. "Then you can v
climb up on a rock and sit and waich the big ships sail by. If you dare, you can swim close enough to the
shore to see the towns and the forest." The following year, the oldest of the princesses would be fifteen.
From one sister to the next, there was a difference in age of about a year, which meant that the youngest
would have to wait more than five whole years before she would be allowed to swim up from the bottom
of the sea and take a look at us. But each promised the others that she would return after her first day
above, and tell about the things she had seen and describe what she thought was loveliest all. For the old
. . . o _
ot “Vﬂgrandmother could not satisfy their curiosity. %’ua (W\bwjgf— 7,,{9;'\-2 ond- peac2, Hfes eg/eo>>/ ﬂy
aNe,
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MD@W[None of the sisters longed so much to see the world gbove as the youngest, the one who had to wait the

W\ _longest before she could leave her home. Many a night this quiet, thoughtful little mermaid would stand by "
¢ A, te the open window, looking up through the dar’ 2 aters where the fishes swam. She could see the . [SWMR
fmnoon and the stars; they looked paler but larger down here under the sea, Sometimes . P
) ke it passed by like a cloud and then she knew that it was either a whale or @ and passengers,
(otest oL that was sailing high above her. None on board could have imagined that a little beautiful-fermaid stood
Yo \‘EM\‘Q in the depths below them and stretched her little white hands up toward the keel of their ship.
of N
o ﬁ The oldest of the sisters had her fifteenth birthday and swam up to the surface of the sea.

{Wﬁ\?ﬁ‘ When she returned she had hundreds of things to tell. But of everything that had happened to her, the
loveliest experience by far, she claimed, had been to lie on a sandbank, when the sea was calm and the
moon was out, and look at a great city. The lights from the windows and streets had shone like hundreds
of stars; and she had been able to hear the rumbling of the carriages and the voices of human beings and,
best of all, the sound of She had seen all the{church)towers and steeples and heard their bells ring.
And just because she A:VO 14 rfver be able to ent; h¢ city, she lonJrgcd to te able to do that more than
anything else. . _ Mofic onds W~ g Dickienywisy ret

san e By et o Tigtipe e Mecivy
How carefully he youngest sistér listened to every word and remembered everything that she had been
told. When, late in the evening, the little mermaid would stand dreaming by the window and look up
through the blue water, then she imagined that she could see the city and hear the bells of the churches
ringing. klof log A5, foreshsle,iro b e privee.
The next year the second of the sisters was allowed to swim away fromj home. Her litile head had emerged
above the water just at the moment when-the sun was setting. This sight had been so beautiful that she
could hardly describe it. The whole heaven had been covered i @ d the clouds that had sailed above
her had been purple and crimson. A flight of wild swans, like 2 eil just above the water, had flown
by. She had swum toward the sun, but it had set, taking the colors pof the Hclouds, sea, and sky with it.
PNIE
The third of the sisters, who came of age the following year, was+t1r01:(most/daﬁng among them. She had

C  swum way up a broad river! There she had seen green hills covered with vineyards, castles, and farms that

é peeped out through the great forests. She had heard the birds sing and the sun had been so hot that she

had had to swim under the water some of the time, just to cool off. Ina little bay, she had come upon

=S some naked children who were playing and splashing in the water. She had wanted to join them, but when_

= they saw her they got frightened and ran away. A little black animal had come: it was a dog. But she had
% never seen one before. It had barked so Toudly and fiercely that she became terrified and swam right back
~ to the sea. What she never would forget as long as she lived were the beautiful forest, the green hills, and

\_:§ the sweet litfle children who had been able to swim even though they had no fishtails as she had.

The fourth of the sisters was timid. She stayed far away from shore, out in the middle of the ocean. But
that was the most beautiful place of all, she asserted. You could see ever so far and the sky above was like
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away that they had looked no bigger than gulls.
; had sprayed water high up into

a b . . "7
e (o /'e& = potl Ceanle .
Thelfifth sister's birthday was in the wmter and, lhercfo@e, she saw somethmg none of her%sllétig’s“h;&.:een

played with her long hair, and Al the s ips had fearfully kept away. Toward evening a storm had begun to
blow; dark clouds had gathered and bolts of lightning had flashed while the thunder rolled. The waves had
lifted the iceberg high up on their shoulders, and the lightning had colored the ic The ships had
taken down their sails; and on board, fear and terror had reigned. But the mermgpifl had just sat on her
iceberg and watched the bolts of lightning zigzag across the sky. %"d/ Do fh

The ﬁrst time that any of the sisters had been allowed to swimi to the surface, each had been delighted with

her freedom and all she had seen. But now that they were grownups and could swim anywhere they Y, %s'}‘d’s e
-wished, they lost interest in wandering far away; after a month or two the world above lost its attraction. ‘b"épﬁ[
When they were away, they longed for their father's castle, declaring it the most beautiful place of alland ﬁ"\"‘m e
the only spot where one really felt -—— H—oM X whez 2 womn ,521‘9‘?"9 B Im
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Still, m3ny evenings the five sisters would take each other's hands and rise up through the waters. They

had far lovelier than any human being. When a storm began to rage and a ship was in danger of

being wrecked, then the five sisters would swim in front of it and sing about how beautiful it was down at

the bottom of the sea. They begged the sailors not to be frightened but to come down to them. The men

could not understand the mermaids' songs; they thought it was the wind that was singing. Besides, they

would never see the beauty of the world below them, for if a ship sinks the sea:;Len drown, ;Bld when they

arrive at the mer-king's castlSs,\rfr f)zgly, ro 5%()“%'5)0\ uwsc N\f\:\‘(

On such evenings, while her sisters swam, hand in hand, up through the water, the youngest princess had

to stay below. She would look sadly up after them and feel like crying; but mermaids can't weep and that

makes their suffering even deeper and greater. ,L;“%Jw;@ to He I #’e me"hu,-(
' .
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"Oh if only I were fifteen," she would sigh. "I know lhatI sh @ the WOlrr?d above, and the

ho live up there!"

At last she, too, was fifteen!

"Now you are off our hands," said the old dowager queen. "Let me dress you, just as I dressed your sistérs."

She put a wreath olilies around her hair; each of the petals of every flower was half a @ She let

eight oysters clip themselves onto the little mermaid's tail, so that everyone could see that she was a
brincess—

Tt hurts," said the little mermaid. STATUS i& EV E{Q }/‘_,—HIN (}.) ’

"One has to suffer for position,” said her old grandmother.

-

The little mermaid would gladly have exchanged her heavy pearl wreath for one of the refrom -
her garden (she thought they suited her much better) but she didn't dare. ‘Tarewell she said and rose,
light as a bubble, up through the water,




[zp}hwy,gz is 1t aboutto B2 He prince

The sun had just set when she lifted heglhead above the surface. The clouds still had the color of roses
and in the horizon was a fine line o @ in the pale pink sky the first star of evening sparkled, clearly and
beautifully. The air was warm and the sea wastalm. She saw a three-masted ship; only one of its sails was
unfurled, and it hung motionless in the still air. Up oirthe yards the sailors sat, looking down upon the
deck from whiccould be heard. As the evening gréw darker, hundreds of little colored lamps were
hung from the rigging; they looked like the flags of all the natiofts\gf the world. The little mermaid swam
close to a porthole and the swells lifted her gently so that she could 160k~in through it. The great cabin was
filled with gaily dressed people; the handsomest among them was a young e)with large, dark eyes. He
looked no older than sixteen, and that was, in truth, his age; that very day was his birthday. All the
festivities were for him. The sailors danced on the deck, and as the young prince came up to watch them,
a hundred rockets flew into the sky. The night became as bright as day and the little mermaid got so
frightened that she ducked down under the water. But she soon stuck her head up again; and then it
looked as if all the stars of the heavens were falling down on top of her. She had never seen fireworks
before. Pinwheels turned; rockets shot into the air, and their lights reflected in the dark mirror of the sea.
The deck of the ship was so illuminated that every rope could clearly be seen. Oh, how handsome the

] &g_}?{lﬂas! He laughed and smiled and shook hands with everyone, whllthe
still mght. .

It grew late, but the litfle mermaid could not turn her eyes away fromTieship.and the handsome prince.
The colored lamps were put out. No more rockets shot info the air and no more cannons were fired. o A\)O\T%$
From the depth of the ocean came a rumbling noise. The little mermaid let the waves be her rocking /
horse, and they lited her so that she could Iook in through the porthole, The ship started to sail fstepafid &2t
faster, as one sail after another was unfurled. Now the waves grew in size andihlack£louds could be seen
on the horizon and far away lighining flashed. A storm was brewing. The saﬂc}gyto;cﬂ{]idown the sails. The
great ship tossed and rolled in the huge waves that rose as though they were mountains that wanted to bury
SM\ ¢ o the ship and break its proud mast. But the ship, like a swaw top of thg waves and let them lift her
- high into the sky{The litfle mermaid thought it was very amusing to watch the ship sailing so fash, but the
dov &5 sailors didn't. The ship creaked and groaned; the gregt’planks seemed T bulge as the waves hit them.
)(\0, ¥ \ Suddenly the mast snapped as if it were a reed. It ufbled into the water. The ship heeled over, and the
‘Qvﬁ\L@ sea broke over it. Only now did the little mermaif understand that the ship was in danger. She had to be
s careful herself and keep away from the spars #hd broken pieces of timber that were being flung by the
| w iuz\./.l;waves. For a moment it grew so dark that she could see nothing, then a bolt of lightning illuminated the
' 1l Y’&C sinking ship. She looked for the young pfince among the terrified men on board who were trying to save
W A themselves, but not until that very moynent, when the ship finally sank, did she see him. At first, she

'\"'m“;\l thought jo;my, "Now he will come down to meSBut then she remembered that man could not live in the O
s W sea and the young prince would be dead when he came to her father's castle. "He must not die,” she
V5| Vv thought, and dived in among the wreckage, forgetting the danger that she herself was in, for any one of the .

\
oMo' “great beams that were floating in the turbulent sea could have crushed her. She found him! He was too O
S
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Yo fired to swim any farther; he had no more strength in his arms and legs to fight the storm-whipped waves. -
(\‘w\A' He closed his eyes, waiting for death, and he would have drowned, had the little mermaid not saved him.
¢ wi'¢  She held his head above water and et the waves carry fhermwhere they woutd————
o v . . . ' - .
_ By morning the storm was over. Of the wrecked ship not a splinter was to be found. The sun rose, glowing
[}L"P,lv"""i (red)and its rays gave color to the young prince's cheeks but his eyes remained closed. The little mermaid

' kissed his forehead and stroked his wet hair. She thought that he looked like the statue in her garden. She
: M@f' kissed him again and wished pasmd‘nately that he would live. oﬂwvl" He wed Qe' beHE o )‘So-#i
! A\ ) b . ‘4 (O\e 3 X
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In the far distance she saw land; the mountains rose blue in the morning air. The snow on their peaks was
! ~ as glittering white as swan's feathers. At the shore there was a green forest, and in its midst lay a cloister or
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a@tbe little mermaid did not know which. Lemon and orange trees grew in the garden, and by the

entrance gate stood a tall palm tree. There was a little bay nearby, where the water was calm and deep.

The mermaid swam with her prince toward the beach. She laid him in the fine white sand, taking care to
( place his head in the warm sunshine far from the water. '

e

In the big white buildings bells were ringing and a group of young girls was coming out to walk in the
. garden. The little mermaid swam out to some rocks and hid behind them. She covered her head with
seaweed so that she could not be seen and then peeped toward land, to see who would find the poor 9 7

prince.’Q,l?\s .fvplﬂ’)‘“b el Ws; 3{; does rot b @S $o wh,l oNe \Lﬁf‘)pp( .
| {

Soon one of the young girls discovered him. At first she seemed frightened, and she called the others. A

lot of people came. The prince opened his eyes and smiled up at those who stood-around him-not out at

e sea, wherg( the little mermaid was hiding) But then he could not possibly have known that she was
there and that it was she who had saved him. The little mermaid felt so terribly sad; the prince was carried

@ Her sisters asked her what she

thot S {WMJ)W\J l/&? £ Qoitk and Hloushihl)

Many mornings and evenings she would swim back to the place where S}.l':ﬁﬁ ast seen the prince. She

watched the fruits in the orchard ripen and be picked, and saw the snow on the high mountains melt but J A o+ 3
she never saw the prince. She would return from each of these visits a little sadder. She would seek vy ik ivg)
comfort by embracing the statue in her garden, which looked like the prince. She no longer tended her byt 93}39
flowersand they grew into a wilderness, covering the paths and weaving their long sta;l_lfs and leaves into vy 09}‘ M

( 7 ¢ branches of the trees, so that it became quite dark down in her garden. = & M‘?@\a e

She had always beerf quiet and thoughtfulyNow she grew even mord

had seen on her first visit up above, but she did not answer:

,@j\{‘\c% last she could bear her sorrow no longer and told one of her sisters about it; and almost at once l'h%{:/j? W !f ke

. 4™ others knew as well. But no one else was told; that 1s, except for a couple of other mermaids, but the -

\WQSLZ didn't tell it to anyone except their nearest and dearest friends. It was one of these friends who knew whlc‘gp Norger 2
the prince was. She, too, had seen the birthday party on the ship, and she could tell where he came from )\-lf \le‘ SE

(s lo‘%\ and where his kingdom was. '
gy cove kmg'/ No one e Iwnf/S? - Dcknfrm“z:m#cf\ &
*DP l\ﬂZ\f' "Com@*the other princesses called, and with their arms around each other's shoulders they ‘
swam.
W she : ‘
. All in a row they rose to the surface when they came to the shore where the prince's castle stood. It was
'S re bﬁ[ built of glazed yellow stones and had many flights of marble stairs leading up to it. The steps of one of -
\007\?(*7 them went all the way down to the sea{Gglden)omes rose above the roofs, and pillars bore an arcade
that went all the way around the palace. Between the pillars stoedmarble)statues; they looked almost as if
they were alive. Through th ssyofthie tall windows, one could look into the most beautiful
\ Yy chambers and halls,w urtains and tapestries hung on the walls; and there were large paintings
) ﬁ RP’&\ that were-aT€al pleasure to look at. In the largest hall was a fountain. The water shot high up toward the
M\V Né cupola in the roqf, through which the sunbeams fell on the water and the beautiful flowers that grew
mﬁ%\}v i the basin of the fountain. - @3& %ﬂg fresh— 4}”}7 N
\ ' 5120 hatghe wo> 20 10
w that she knew where the prince lived, the little mermaid spent many evenings Ald nights looking at 52 Het
( the splendid palace. She swam nearer to the land than any of her sisters had ever dared. There was a she et 0
- ¢/balcony that cast its shadow across a narrow canal, and beneath 1t she hid and watched the young 90 an‘-Hd-\
prince, who thought that he was all alone in the moonlight. ( W/ G\ac‘

Lends S’rmgl‘n)
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Many an evening she saw the prince sail with hi@jusiciang in his beautiful boat. She peeped from behind
the tall reeds; and if someone noticed her silver-white veil, they probably thought that they had only seen a
swan stretching its wings.

Many a night she heard the fishermen talking to each other and telling about how kind and good the
prince was; and she was so glad that she had saved his life when she had found him, half dead, drifting on
the waves. She remembered how his head had rested on her chest and with what passion she had kissed

him. But he knew nothing about his rescue; he could not even dream about her. \’—\ﬂS
NS kygogz G\ -erend s Ho snelleg- dekls it le- Jaerbert L oot 7
More and more she grew to love human beings and wished that she could leave the sea and live amorlg @ Q.

themn. It seemed to her that their world was far larger than hers; on ships, they could sail across the oceans

and they could climb the mountains high up above the clouds. Their countries seemed ever so large,

covered with fields and forests; she knew that they stretched much farther than she could see. There was

so much that she wanted to know; there were many questions that her sisters could not answer. Therefore

she asked her old grandmother, since she knew much about the "higher world," as she called the lands

aboye the sea. / :

R coprren vsed,she b o osle ke st ony s

"If fmen are not so unlucky as to drown," asked the little mermaid, "then do they live forever? Don't they

we do, down here in the sea?"

"Yes, they do," answered her grandmother. "Men must also die and their life span is shorter than ours. We
can live until we are three hundred years old; but when we die, we become the foam on the ocean. We
cannot even bury our loved ones. We do not have immortal souls. When we die, we shall never nise
again. We are like the green reeds: once they are cut they will never be green again. But men have souls
(‘ﬁé/ that live eternally, even after their bodies have become dust. They rise high up inBt_h_q clear sky where the
%i\\ ‘ I\ stars are. As we rise up through the water to look at the world of man, they rise up to the unknown, the

beautiful world, that we shall never see."

"Why do I not have an immortal soul!" sighed the little mermaid unhappily. "I would give all my three
hundred years of life for only one day as a human being if, afterward, I should be allowed to live in the

eavenly world."
Em
"You shouldn't think about things like that," said her old dmothep "We live far happier down here

than man does up there."

'l am going to die, become foam on the ocean, and never again hear thd music Qf the waves or see the
{flowersknd the burning red sun. Can't I do anything to win an immortal soul?

q‘ “Naw Whe forededer it ~shocke/
"No," said the old merwoman\!Only ifja man should fall so much th you that you were dearer to
him than his mother and father; and he cared so much for you that all his thoughts were of his love for
you; and he let a priest take his right hand and put it in yours, while he promised to be eternally true to
you, then his soul would flow into your body and you would be able to partake of human happiness. He
can give you a soul and yet keep his own. But it will never happen. For that which we consider beautiful
down here in the ocean, your fishtail, they find ugly up above, on earth. They have no sense; up there, you
have to have two clumsfpr?ps, which they cal([_c m order to be called beautiful.” The little mermaid
sighed and glanced sadly down at her fishtail. « _\ ~p )+ 3 M\
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"Let us be happy," said her old grandmother. "We can swim amhtmﬁ%rough the waves for three

hundred years, that is time enough. Tonight we are going to give a court ball in the castle."
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{:0¢ and"gold. Through the great hall Howed

Mor —T0eTmald sing most beauhﬁﬂl? of them all. The others clapped their hands when she had finished, and for

S agaph
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~ amoment she felt happy, knowing that she had the most beautiful voice both on earth and in the sea. But /" wrhie
soon she started thinking again of the world above. She could not forget the handsome prince; and H;'ki
mourned because she did not have an immortal soul like his. She sneaked out of her father's palace, away | | 93>

pity %b—?ﬁﬁ&?ﬁ%ﬁg

2 kple c The walls and the ceilings of the great hall were made brear>
of] our hundred @ i he]ls stood In rows along the walls @ flames N,Jw?/(’,m,,}lq
rose from them and not dnlylighted the hall but alSo illuminated the sea outside. Numberless fishes—both G,
big and small--swam close to th, some of them had purple scales, others seemed to be of silver st o /
a moving current, and on that the mermen and mermaids danced, ,Jff }
while they sang their own beautifulSongs! Such lovel @1 e never heard up on earth; and the litle >

from the ball, from the gaiety, down into her little garden. From afar the sound of music, of horns being #e Wé:.sﬂg
played, came down to her through the water; and she thought: "Now he is sailing up there, the prince con f)\ﬁ,
whom I love more than I love my father and mother: he who is ever m my thoughts and in whose hands J& hodood
would/ gladly place all my hope of happiness. I would dare to d@o win him and an immortal Y he\ 9;3/ ,;9
soul! While my sisters are dancing in the palace, I will go to the sea witch, though I have always feared her, hee dope )
and ask her to help me." . 7()\,,?(3"7N6v’ [W-p[\[r,,,qa,g;_.;w O 7
Sores Symbolie~ 118 in o vibh prt

The little mermaid swam toward the turbulent maelstrom; beyond it the sea witch lived. In this part of the ot e oran
great ocean the little mermaid had never been before; here no r seaweeds grew, only the @ ‘

naked sea bed stretched toward the center of the maelstrom, that great whirlpool where the water, as if it %le@k

had been set in motion by gigantic mill wheels, twisted and turned: grinding, tearhig, and sucking anything ,
that came within its reach down into its depths. Through this turbulence the little mermaid had to SW-C@MMM
for beyond it lay the bubbling mud flats that the sea witch called her bog and that had to be crossed to |5 g TOvsh
come to the place where she lived. The sea witch's house was in the midst of the strangest forest. The and fecldess
bushes and trees were gigantic polyps that were half plant and half animal. They looked like snakes with forzz, Ans
hundreds of heads, but they grew out of the ground. Their branches were long slimy arms, and they had ob LK the

E N p]\w\‘rSL 15 as supple as worms; every limb was in constant motion from the root to the utmost point. Y
p Everything they coulld Teach they grasped, and never let go of it again. With dread the litfle mermaid stood
©r Jeth at the entrance to the forest; her heart was beating with fear, she almost turned back. But then she

remembered her prince and the soul she wanted to gain and her courage returned. She braided her long
hair and bound it around her head, so the polyps could not catch her by it. She held her arms folded
tightly across her breast and then she flew through the water as fast as the swiftest fish. The ugly polyps
stretched out their arms and their fingers tried to grasp her. She noticed that every one of them was
holding, as tightly as iron bands, onto something it had caught. Drowned human beings peeped out as
white skeletons among the polyps' arms. There were sea chests, rudders of ships, skeletons of land
animals; and then she saw a poor little mermaid who had been caught and strangled; and this sight was to

her the most horrible. ConphNiops of 611, Psguadrdvs beiryS

At last she came to a great,@m@e&_p@g@ the middle of the forest. ng’fa@layed m the mud,
showing theirca‘ yellow stomachs. Here the witch had built her house out of the bones of drowned
sailors, and there she sat letting a big ugleat out of her mouth, as human beings sometimes let a
canary eat sugar candy out of theirs. The ugly eels she called her little chickens, and held them close to
her spongy chest.

"] know what you want," she cackled. "And it is stupid of you. But you shall have your wish, for it will bring
you misery, little princess. You want to get rid of your fishtail, and instead have two sturnps to walk on as
human beings have, so that the prince will fall in love with you; and you will gain both him and an
immortal soul." The witch laughed so loudly and evilly that the toad and eels she had had on her lap
jumped down into the mud. "You came at the right time," she said. "Tomorrow I could not have helped




you; you would have had to wait a year. I will mix you a potion. Drink it tomorrow mormning before the
sun rises, while you are sitting on the beach. Your tail will divide and shrink, until it becomes what human
beings call 'pretty legs.' It will hurt; it will feel as if a sword were going through your body. All who see you
will say that you are the most beautiful human child they have ever seen. You will walk more gracefully
than any dancer; but every time your foot touches the ground it will feel as though you were walking on

knives so sharp that your blood must flow. If you are willi suffer all this, then I can help you."
- ot o pon e Tlmeles B g
"T will," whispered the little mermaid, and thought of her prince and how she would win an immortal soul. syS lg~

u:a' rott "But remember," screeched the witch, "that once you have a human body you can never become a w ,;‘f(elava
k& F(// N mermaid again. Never again shall you swim through the waters with your sisters to your father's castle. If
P of  you cannot make the prince fall so much in love with you that he forgets both his father and mother,
because his every thought concerns only you, and he orders the priest to take his right hand and place it in
\er bé’y yours, so that you become man and wife; then, the ﬁrst morning after he has married another, your heart
j w111 break and you will become foam on the ocean." 3%, e 12 sho fer A 17;"_

o.x\&

~ "I still want to try," said the l% én aid, and her face was as white as a corpse. \'QS'
‘r o3 te Lof It by xﬁh‘\———"
) "But you will have to pay me, too," grmned the witch. "And I want no smal} payrnent. You have the most
E O*beautiful voice of all those who live in “in the ocean. I suppose you have thought of using that to charm your
prince; but that voice you will have to give to me. I want the most precious thing you havc to pay for my

A
— 3 § potion. It contains my own blood, so-that it can be as sharp as a double-edged swor
2-
% W :Z "But if you take my voice," said the little mermaid, "what will I have left?"
&R A Vs vanindo 1ok et 4 e, they ) - "edd do ke s00d-loki g Senigm
_#_. ¥\ ’fi\‘ "Your beauuful body," said the witch. "Your graceful walk and your lovely eyes. Speak with them and you
= ¢ \’,‘ will be able to capture a human heart. Have you lost your courage? Stick out your little tongue, and let me
T‘—i F; qgs cut it off in payment and you shall have the potion

Nty Tl o 0P wards ndbe it seam ol olf m‘ et on omnocenant

"Let it happen,” whispered the little mermaid. The witch took out a caldron in which to make the magic
potion. "Cl ea.nhness is a virtue," she said. And before she put the pot over the fire, she scrubbed it with
eels, which she had made into a whisk. She cut her chest and let her blood drip into the vessel. The steam
that rose became strange figures that were terrifying to see. Every minute, the witch put something
different into the caldron, When the brew reached a rolling boil, it sounded as though a crocodile were
crying. At last the potion was ﬁmshed Ttlooked as clear and pure as water.

"Here it is," said the witch, and cut out the litfle mermaid's tongue.'Now she was mute, she could neither
speak nor sing. ' . — —
2——'—_/_‘\ 5 wos ch on B bt bt of e DR babshe ge 4 Gy Ao bz,

"If any of the polyps should try to grab you, on your way back through my forest," said the witch, "you need
only spill one drop of the potion on it and its arms and fingers will splinter into a thousand pieces. But the
little mermaid didn't have to do that. Fearfully, the polyps drew away when they saw what she was carrying
in her hands; the potion sparkled as though it were a star. Safely, she returned through the forest, the bog,
and the maelstrom.

She could see her father's palace. The lights were extinguished in the great hall. Everyone was asleep; and
yet she did not dare to seek out her sisters; now that she was mute and was going away from them forever.
She felt as if her heart would break with sorrow. She sneaked down into the garden and picked a flower
from each of her sisters' gardens; then she threw a thousand finger kisses toward the palace and swam
upward through the deep blue sea.
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‘ The sun had not yet risen when she reached the prince's castle and sat down on the lowest step of the

great marble stairs. The moon was still shining clearly. The little mermaid drankT:He potion and it felt as if
a sword were piercing her little body. She fainted and lay.as though she were dead. When the sun's rays

( touched the sea.she woke and felt a burning pain; but the young prince stood in front of her and looked at
her with his coal-black eyes. She looked downward and saw then that she no longer had a fishtail but the
most beautiful, litle, slender legs that any girl could wish for. She wa @D and therefore she ook her &
long hair and covered herself with it. The prince asked her who she was and how she had got there. Kg
looked gently and yet ever so sadly up at him with her deefblug/eyes, for she could not speak. He too ol ‘0_ j—
her by the hand and led her up to his castle. And just as the witch had warned, every step felt as though o

she were walking on sharp knives. But she suffered it gladly. Gracefully as a bubble rising in the water, she low kﬂip/
walked beside the prince; and everyone who saw her Wondered how she could walk so lightly. :

Y0 cefd o5 or hawory, bt only beca g %
In the castle, she was clad in royﬂﬁe:‘ﬁ\amrmm]m She was the most beatiful of all, but shms A |

mute and could neither smg nor speak Beautiful slave girls, clad in silken clothes embroidered with gold, -

Sees

Wit
[ore et ‘
io ﬁ"ﬁ lifted her havds and rose on the tips of her toes. She floated more than danced across the floor, No one

b b had ever seen anyone dance as she did. Her every movement revealed her loveliness and her eyes spoke
A ¢ far more eloquently than the slave's song.
bt

r* “c¢ Everyone was delighted, especia]ly the prince. He called her his little foundling. She danced again and
( again, even though each time her little foot touched the floor she felt as if she had stepped on a knife. The
Brmce declared that she should never leave him, and she was given permlsswn to sleep in front of his

/door on a velvet pillow. B oy ,4, S ,.;g\,\f Jo b2 A %/y/\ A
'oﬂgﬂe/ ssregre

The prince had men's clothes made for her, so that she couﬁiccofnpany when € Went orse ack
of- t\¢. riding. Through the sweetsmelling forest they rode, wher@r@@\%eu shoulders and he C *HJ&
wile little birds sang among the leaves. Together they climbed the high mountains and her feet bled so much ' "

.. thatothers noticed it; but she smiled and followed her prince up ever higher until they could see the s Q/ PTS pe
W‘& clouds sail below them, like flocks of birds migrating to foreign lands.

At night in the castle, while the others slept, she would walk down the broad marble stairs to the sea and
cool her poor burning feet in the cold water. Then she would think of her sisters, down in the deep sea.

Neven fash she B g itk Fhe ﬂf%
One night they came; arm in arm they rose above the surface of the water, singmg éver so sadly. ‘ghe she_ iy MSH; v

waved to them, and they recognized her, and they told her how much sorrow she had brought them. After
that they visited her every night; and once she saw, far out to sea, her old grandmother. It had been years
since she had stuck her head up into the air; and there, too, was her father the mer-king with his crown on
his head. They stretched their hands toward her but did not dare come as near to the land as her sisters.

-Day by day the prince grew fonder and fonder of her; but he loved her as he would have loved a good
child, and had no thought of making her his queen. And she had to become his wife or she would never
have an immortal soul, but on the morning after his marriage would become foam on the great ocean.

"Don't you love me more than you do all others?" was the message in the litfle mermaid's eyes when the

prince kissed her lovely forehead. N % 2covse ol a s %
e o nofvon {
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'tw %'m is the only one I can love in this world; and you look like her. You almost make her picture disappear
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"Yes, you are the dearest to me," said the prince, "for you have the kindest heart of them all. You are

devoted to me and you look like a young girl I once saw, and will probably never see again. I was in a

shipwreck. The waves carried me ashore, where lay. Many young girls were in service there;
e of them, the youngest of them all, found me on the beach and saved my life. I saw her only twice, but

from my soul. She belongs to the holy temple and, therefore, good fortune has sent you to me instead,

and we shall never part."-"Oh, he does not know that it was I who saved his life," thought the little

mermaid. "I carried him across the sea to the forest where the temple stood. I hid behind the rocks and /&ggka
watched over him until he was found. I saw that beautiful girl whom he loves more than me!" And the littl oF I‘WS
mermaid sighed deeply, for cry she couldn't. "He has said that the girl belongs to the holy tcmple'a‘nﬂ?ml)

never come out into the world, and they will never meet agmn But I am with him and see im every day I WY le 5L5

w111 take care of him, love him, and devote my life to him
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Everyone said that the young prince was to be married; he was to have the neighboring king's daughter, a Bion
beautiful princess. A magnificent ship was built and made ready. It was announced that the prince was~_ The Mince,
traveling to see the neighboring kingdom, but that no one believed. "It is not the country but the pnncess % posseg
he is to inspect," they all agreed. The litlle mermaid shook her head and smiled; she knew what the prince o
thought, and they didn't. "I must go," he had told her, T must look at the beautiful princess, my parents

the girl from the temple as you do. If I ever marry, I shall most likely(choose youymy hlﬂe foundhng w1th
the eloquent eyes." And he kissed her on her red lips and played with her Jongrair, and let his head rest
so near her heart that it dreamed of human happiness and an immortal soul.

"Are you afraid of the ocean, my litle silent child?" asked the prince as they stood on the deck of the
splendid ship that was to sail them to the neighboring kingdom. He told the little mermaid how the sea
can be still or stormy, and about the fishes that live in it, and what the divers had seen underneath the
water. She smiled as he talked, for who knew better than she about the world on the bottom of the ocean?

In the moonlit night, when everyone slept but the sailor at the rudder and the lookout in the bow, she sat

on the bulwark and looked down into the clear water. She thought she saw her father's palace, and on the -

top of its tower her old grandmother was standing with he -G soking up throug & jH‘

the currents of the sea, toward the keel of the ship. Her sisters came; they looked at her so sorrowfully and SC

WFT:EEI}}CJLW}IHC hands in despair; she waved to them and smiled. She wanted them to know that she was 7
appy, but just at that moment the little cabin boy came and her sisters dived down urider the water; he

saw nothing but some white foam on the ocean.

The next morning the ship sailed into the harbor of the great town that belonged to the neighboring king.
All thbells were ringing, and from the tall towers trumpets blew, while the soldiers stood at
attention, with banners flying and bayonets on their rifles. Every day another banquet was held, and balls
and parties followed one after the other. But the princess attended none of them, for she did not live in
the palace; she was being educated in the holy temple, where she was to learn all the royal virtues. But at
last she came.

o Qot\ O anls MJIP*\M.{ W{E\‘y\o\o{\t’“ IW';I{J),
The Litile mermaid wanted ever so much to se¢ her; and when she finally did, she had to admit that a

more beautiful girl she had never seen before. Her skin was so delicate and fine, and beneath her long
dark lash iled f f: thful d ]ébl )i
ark lashes smiled a pair of fai ark blue yc;ls er {em\ﬁmcﬁ%’&# MS‘\WM-@&/‘WW’M

"Tt is you!" exclaimed the prince. "You are the one who saved me, when I lay half dead on the beach!" And @A’
he embraced his blushing bride. "Oh, now I am too happy," he said to the little mermaid. "That whichI In lg ¢,
never dared hope has now happened! You will share my joy, for I know that you love me more than any



\ of the others do." The little mermaid kissed his hand; she felt as if her heart were breaking. His wedding
morning would bring her death and she would be changed into foam of l‘heicLaJL N&f/ | ) P@ / 7%/7"

[ s

( All thells rang and heralds rode through the streets and announced the wedding to the people..
‘ On all the altars costly silver lamps burned with fragrant oils. The priests swung censers with burning
incense in them, while the prince and the princess gave each other their hands, and the bishop blessed
- them. The little mermaid, dressed in silk and gold, held the train of the bride's dress, but her ears did not
Mo hear the music, nor did her eyes see the holy ceremony, for this night would b\ing her death, and she was
! wlC /MMe had lost in this world. ‘ ‘If yor- AR woF I@/m’ ’Bg
>0 | N Yo ale bepeth eotrpone,
r Lyl Thf: bride and bridegroom embarked upon the prince’s ship; cannons saluted and l?anners ew. On the
main deck, a tent of gg_l_d_ and scarlet cloth had been raised; there on the softest of pillows the bridal

erkin  couple would sleep. N !
e B o  Roptp | '
AZAN y 'The sails were unfurled, and they swelled in the wind and the ship glided across the transparent sea.
b
vy

. ‘When it darkened and evening came, colored lamps were lit and the sailors danced on the deck. The little
)\\L lo +  mermaid could not help remembering the first time she had emerged above the waves, when she had seen
ﬂﬂl l&[(& o the almost ide_nt_ical sight. She whirled in the dance, glided as the swallow does in the air when it is
pursued. Everyone cheered and applauded her. Never had she danced so beautifully; the sharp knives cut 1% inl
}'\Jr ﬁr}"ﬁ, her feet, but she did not feel it, for the pain in her heart was far greater. She knew that this was the last o
ond She evening that she would see him for whose sake she had given away her lovely voice and left her home and { e ¥
her family; and he would never know of her sacrifice. It was the last night that she would breathe the same Coctuh s
M\ ™ Zir as he, or look out over the deep sea and up into the star-blue heaven. A dreamless, eternal night . ¥ dhe
to"lk 507- awaited her, for she had no soul anid had not been able to win one. Until midnight all was gaiety aboard hap Y }\y'\
the ship, and the mermaid danced and laughed with the thought of death in her heart. Then the prince 'los/. Ha Shoe
kissed his bride and she fondled his long black hair and, arm in arm, they walked into their splendorouscb At Uy )

tent, to sleep. ”Hc rr?«:!‘ ot
The ship grew quiet. Only the sailor at the helm and the little mermaid were awake. She stood with her bh’/ hd s
white arms resting on the railing and looked toward the east. She searched the horizon for the pink of Ky B3 Wi
dawn; she knew that the first sunbeams would kill her. Out of the sea rose her sisters, but the wind coulde
no longer play with their long beautiful hair, for their heads had been shorn. ’;\,"\g%

would

“L @ "We have given our hair to the sea witch, so that she would help you and you would not have to die this ,Q““ N Jo
i Ve night. Here is a knife that the witch has given us. Look how sharp it is! Before the sun rises, you must e e[ eid
\ plunge it into the heart of the prince; when his warm blood sprays on your feet, théy will turn into a fishtail
and you will be a mermaid agam. You will be able to live your three hundred years down in the sea with
us, before you die and become foam on the ocean. Hurry! He or you must die before the sun rises. Our
grandmother mourns; she, too, has no hair; hers has fallen out from grief. Kill the prince and come back
to us! Hurry! See, there is a pink haze on the horizon. Soon the sun will rise and you will die." The little

mermaid heard the sound of her sisters' deep and strange sighing before they disappeared beneath the -
waves.

She pulled aside thecrimson)cloth of the tent and saw the beautiful bride sleeping peacefully, with her Rjped

head resting on the prince's chest. The little mermaid bent down and kissed his handsome forehead. She

turned and looked at the sky; more and more, it was ml'ningmd at m@!
( more she looked down at the prince. He moved a little in his sleep and whispered the name of his bride.

Only she was in his thoughts, in his dreams! The little mermaid's hand trembled as it squeezed the handle
of the knife, then she threw the weapon out into the sea. The waves turned red where it fell, as if drops of




blood were seeping up through the water. Again she looked at the prince; her eyes were already glazed in
death. She threw herself into the sea and felt her body changing into foam.

The sun rose out of the sea, its rays felt warm and soft on the deathly cold foam. But the little mermaid
\ did not feel death, she saw the sun, and up above her floated hundreds of airy, transparent forms. She
" ‘Could see right through them, see the sails of the ship and the blood-red clouds. Their voices were
melodious, so spiritual and tender that no human ear could hear thém, just as their forms were so fragile
and fine that no human eye could see them. So light were they that they glided through the air, though
they had no wings. The little mermaid looked down and saw that she had anbody like theirs.

Witk i\; "Where am I?" she asked; and her voice sounded like theirs=se-tovely and so melodious that no human
v, © Lr;mlsic could reproduce it.

o £ L — L
"We are the daughters of the air," they answered. "Mermaids have no immortal soul and can never have
MXC one, unless they can obtain the love of a human being. Their chance of obtaining eternal life depends
\orgl™ upon others. We, daughters of the air, have not received an eternal soul either; but we can win one by
good deeds. We fly to the warm_countries, where the heavy air of the plague rests, and blow cool winds to
N o) that refresh and heal the sick. If for three hundred years we
carnestly fry to doWhal is good, we obtain an immortal soul and can take part in the eternal happiness of
\(‘w man. You, little mermaid, have tried with all your heart to do the same. You have suffered and borne your

suffering bravely; and that is why you are now among us, the spirits of the air. Do your good deeds and in
three hundred years an immortal soul will be yours."

The little mermaid lifted her arms up toward{Gody sun, and for the first time she felt a tear. She hqgrd
noise coming from the ship. She saw the prince gnd the princess searching for her. Sadly they looked at

the sea, as if they knew that she had thrown hers If into the waves. Without being seen, she kissed the
bride's forehead and smiled at the prince; then sHe rose together with the other children of the air, up into
a pink cloud that was sailing by. ’ﬁm\‘q,\*@‘l \'ﬂ@ Gﬁfl 7;:{: ,—(ﬁ@ FEW 0\3/&,/— o+

"\ "I three hundred years I shall rise like this mto@ kingdom," she said.

b
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"You may be able to go there before that," whispered one o others to her. "Invisibly, we fly through the
“"‘\a’ homes of human beings. They can't see us, so they don't know whe

N ma“? child, who makes his PHWQW‘ od akes a year away from the
time of our u@uﬂh €15 a naughty and mean child in the house we come to, we cry; and for every

tear we shed{ God adds a day to the three hundred years we already must serve."



