Timed-Writing Prompt Analysis
The first step 1s selecting a prompt and figuring out what it’s actually asking:
3. “In many novels a character has a misconception of himself or his world. Destroying or perpetuating this
illusion contributes to a central theme of the text.” Choose a character from your choice novel and write an essay
m which you consider the following:
(1) What the character’s illusion is and how it differs from reality as presented in the novel.
(2) How the destruction or perpetuation of the illusion develops a theme of the novel.
Do not merely summarize the plot.

So, if I read Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, I might choose Harry as my character, and his sense of
self/identity as his illusion that changes over the course of the novel.

From there, once I figure out what I'm writing about (generally speaking), I figure out how I'm going to talk about
it. Your essay could be organized around:

-Characters (how each character reflect this theme)

-Symbols (which symbols represent the theme)

-Scenes (one symbol from the beginning, middle, and end of the novel; one pivotal scene; which scene(s) are most
mmportant for a character or symbol)

-Figurative Language (one section on syntax, one on diction, one on metaphor etc.)

I suggest selecting no more than three scenes/symbols/elements to discuss, especially if you want to have time for
any real analysis. The narrower your focus, the better your essay.

From there, start compiling evidence. For my essay, I selected two symbols that relate to illusion/perception:
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Use it well, the note had said... Looking down at his legs, he saw only moonlight«hd shadows. It was a funny Syrrtan:
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-“It looked like an unused classroom. The dark shapes of desks and chairs were piled against the walls, and there
was an upturned wastepaper basket---but propped against the wall facing him was something that didn’t look as i’
belonged there, something that looked as if someone had just put it there (o keep it out of the way.” (207)
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others. And slowly, Harry looked into the faces of the other people in the mirror, and saw other pairs of green
cyes like his, other noses likéTiis, even a little old man who lom though he had Harry’s knobby knees—
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‘Are you all right?” said Ron. ‘You look odd.” (209-210)
present quest for identity ‘EW?)G\'\U\ L £eom —Fez\ing Yo looking odd —® pnysical manifestahion
% -“Iia_rry dropped the cloak from around his shoulders and ran to the mirror. o(- m onon
past There they were. His motherjand father lzc?med at the sigl}t of hi}n. . .
> ‘See?’” Harry whispered. FQQ\S Visible C{:D\X\d \den’n‘\\l\ \n 'an‘\' ok &m‘_"\'
present
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-“A sudden noise outside in the corridor put an end to their discussion. They hadn’t realized how loudly they had
been talking.” (211)
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-“He was walking so fast he knew he was making more noise than was wise, but he didn’t meet anyone....Harry
must have walked straight past him, so desperate (o get to the mirror he hadn’t noticed him. didn’t see you,
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‘Strange how nearsighted bemginvisible can make vou,” said Dumbledore, and Harry was relieved to see
that he smiling...Harry thought. Then he said slowly, ‘It shows us what we want...whatever we want...’

“Yes and no,’ saidd Dumbledore quietly. ‘It shows us nothing more or less than the deepest, most desperate
desire of our hearts...However, this mirror will give us neither knowledge or truth. Men have wasted away before
it, entranced by what they have seen, or been driven mad, not knowing if what it shows 1s real lor even possible. It
does not do to dwell on dreams and forget to live, remember that...””(213-14) . . . P\WS\CQ\\\] &
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-“It was only when he was back in bed that it struck Harry that Dumb(}edore might not have been quite truthful.
But then, he thought, as he shoved Scabbers off his pillow, it had been quite question.” (214)
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